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other thought than that he would obey. He almost invariably
will. While if you repeat the command excitedly six or eight
times in that minute, he fails utterly, and your case is lost be-
fore fairly begun.
Let Your Child Keep His Self-Respect. And third, he may
understand perfectly, but he may be a very strong-willed child
with a childish sense of dignity that would make it impossible
for him to acquiesce without losing his self-respect—yes, just
as you or I might feel if our wills clashed with that of some
one else who in an imperious way commanded us to do some-
thing. It might, indeed, be the very worst thing that could
happen to that child's morale should his will be "broken" un-
der such circumstances.
In getting a child to do something, it must be managed in
such a way that when the struggle is over and the thing is accom-
plished, he will feel that he is the victor, not the vanquished.
The lesson left should be one of self-mastery. Wherever possi-
ble, give him an alternative—do as he is told or forfeit a privi-
lege. There is a great advantage in leaving to him the power of
choice. If he prefers a spanking to obedience, let him have it.
But there may be a great question as to whether he should be
spanked and made to do the thing too. As a matter of fact, in
many cases it can't be done. Many a mother has had to give up,
with the child the winner, and then mother has been the one to
"lose face." No parent wants to do that with his child.
Some one says, "Yes, but you have to insist upon some
things. For example, a two-year-old must go to bed and take his
nap; he must sit on the nursery chair." True, but he has learned
these habits long ago; and should he, in a fit of temper, refuse
to go, mother is quite the master because she can pick him up
and put him where she wants him. And if he persists in getting
up, she can spank him soundly and make him stop. She can
always be sure of making him stop something, but never quite
certain of being able to make him do something.
Punishment. Punishment after a thing has happened, as
for example, running away or playing with matches, is some-
times necessary; and coming as a positive reminder of the griev-
ousness of the offense it is a safe procedure as far as the morale

